CHARACTERISTICS  OF  CALVINISM

Scandinavians, all Protestants ended by rallying to the French
conception of the Reformation.

Revolutionary though Calvinism appeared in the sixteenth
century, however, it none the less differed greatly from what it
has come to be in the twentieth century, for it was still based upon
a foundation of medieval beliefs and habits. Calvin remained at-
tached to the dualism which he found formulated in the Gospel;
he believed in the Devil, in demons and sorcerers, and though he
did not retain the ceremony of exorcism, he conceived of life as
a struggle against Satan, the spirit of evil. He regarded his Church
as the only legitimate one, as the universal Church which was to
unite all true Christians; in his eyes the others, and especially that
of the pope, could be nothing but the churches of Satan. He did
not renounce the unity of the Catholic Church. He did not
recognize the believer's right to choose between Churches or
doctrines any more than the pope did. Calvinism was not based
upon *free examination', as has been alleged in the nineteenth
century. Calvin had drawn his doctrine from an examination of
Scripture; but he could not conceive that an examination made
in good faith by another person could possibly lead to a different
result. The word of God seemed to him so clear that it could be
interpreted in one way only. Liberty of 'conscience' was claimed
in opposition to the secular authority only, for the purpose of
denying the latter's right to force the conscience of the true
Christian, who was the Calvinist. On the other hand, in order to
preserve the unity of religion, Calvin recognized the Government's
right not only to force all its subjects to practice the same religion,
but to punish all those who should practice any other. Nor did
he abandon even the power of ecclesiastical jurisdiction over the
private lives of believers. He merely confined himself to changing
the composition of the tribunal. And though he included in it
a lay majority, Church government was not entrusted to dele-
gates elected by the mass of believers, but to an aristocracy of
notables. Hence Calvinism was neither schismatic, liberal, nor
democratic: Calvin intended it to be catholic, authoritative, and
oligarchical.1

1 No reference is made here to the Christian Churches organized with elected
pastors, or even without pastors, such as the Baptists in the sixteenth century, or
the Congregationalists and Quakers in the seventeenth century, for none of these
was established in France.